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12 July 1866

Holland, Michigan

Dr. Albertus C. Van Raalte was not able to attend the first meeting of the Council of Hope
College because he and his wife were on vacation in the Netherlands. Members of the Council at
this meeting were Elder Solomon Cummings, M.D., Rev. Peter J. Oggel, Rev. Seine Bolks, Elder
A. Kuyper, Rev. N. D. Williamson, Rev. J. S. Joralmon E. P. Livingston, Dr. Philip Phelps, and
Dr. John L. See, Secretary of the Board of Education of the Reformed Church. Rev. A. T.
Stewart, also present, was elected secretary of the council.

Minutes of the Council of Hope College, pp. 51-60.
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July 12

Holland, Mich July 12th 1866.
The Council of Hope College met in the College Library on Thursday at half
past five P.M.

Present

opening.

Inaugurat
-ion of
Phelps

Present from the Classis of Mich.
Elder. Solomon Cummings M.D.
of Holland.
Rev Peter J. Oggel, S. Bolks, Elder A. Kuyper
of Wisconsin
Rev N.D. Williamson,
of Illinois
Rev IS. Joralmon E.P. Livingston,
Ex officio Rev Doctor Phelps Pres of the College
Rev Doctor J. L. See Secretary
of the Board of Education
The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev Doctor See.
Rev Henry G Decker was elected a member of the Council in place of Rev
J.M. Ferris removed to N. Y.
Rev A. T. Stewart was elected Secretary and also a member of the Council in
place of Rev Samuel J. Rogers removed to N.Y.
Rev Doctor See reported on order of Service for the Inauguration of Rev
Doctor Phelps. It was adopted and is as follows
An Inaugural Oration
A charge to the President elect, and
the
An Inaugural Address
Pres. Elect. The Rev Doctor Hutton of N.Y. Pres. of the Board of
[`:)] Rev Doctor Wyckoff
Education to be invited to deliver the Inaugural
of Albany former Pastor of the President to deliver the charge and Rev
Cornelius Van Der Meulen of Grand Rapids to open the exercises with prayer,
and as the above named persons are on the ground to render their services this
evening in the First[?]
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First Reformed Prot. Dutch Church of this place. The Council adjourned to
meet at half past ten on the following day and was closed with prayer by the
Rev Mr. Williamson.
13th .
Pursuant to adjournment the Council met at 10 'A A. M July
The minutes of the
Rev Mr. Decker opened the meeting with prayer.
July 13
1865
and
of
the
one
held
at
Chicago
May 10, 1866 were
meeting
held
Oct
27th
1866
read
The action of the Gen. Synod on a paper from the Students of Hope College
Theologie' asking that they be allowed to pursue their Theological Studies in this College
Instruction was read and is as follows "Res that the subject be referred to the Board of
Synodical Education and the Council of Hope College with instructions that leave be
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Action

granted to pursue their studies at Hope College provided no measures shall be
instituted by which additional expense shall be thrown upon the Synod or the
Board of Education at this time, and provided further that Synod reserve the
right to with draw this permission at any time that it may deem expedient"
The Rev Mems Decker and Joralmon were appointed a Committee under the
above resolution to report a place for Theological Instruction. The Council
adjourned at 3 P.M. and was closed with prayer by Prof Oggel.

The Council met at 3 P M and was opened with prayer by Rev Mr. Joralmon,
The Corn. on Theol. Inst. Reported. This report was accepted, adopted and is
as follows "Whereas several Theol Studies regularly pursued in the
Theological
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Course at New Brunswick are anticipated 8c provided for in the Curriculum of
Hope College and as Evidences of Christian Harmony of the Gospels 8c
Report
Historical Introduction to Sacred Scriptures, all of which are at present
on
Theologi. Assigned to the Department of Prof Peter J. Oggel, Your Committee
recommend that the same studies remain in charge of the Same Professor.
Studies,
With regard to the other Studies embraced in the Course of instruction in the
Junior Year as Hebrew and Greek languages, Biblical Archa—[?] Exegetical
Study of the Messianic Prophecies in the Original Languages 84 the Greek
Harmony, Sacred Chronology, Ancient Sacred History, Sacred Rhetoric[?]
Composition & Delivery of Sermons Your Corn. recommended that the same
be distributed among the remaining members of the College Faculty, and that
the said remaining members be appointed a Com. to arrange a Satisfactory
plan of distribution Among themselves and report the same to the Council
before the final adjournment.
The visiting Committee of the Board of Education consisting of Rev Mr S.
Visiting
Hutton D.D. Rev Mr Wm H Ten Eyck were invited to sit with the Council
Corn. of
during the remaining part of the Afternoon Session. Res. That the Professors
Board,
Education. as at present appointed by the Board of Education be appointed to their
respective offices to be continued at the pleasure of the Council, that the
Salary of the Rev Philip Phelps D.D. be $1800 and the use of his present
Salaries
resident in the College building, that the Salary of Rev T. R. Beck, A M. Rev
Charles Scott A M,
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and of Rev C. E. Crispell A. M. be $1400 each and that the Rev Messrs Bolks
and Livingston be a committee to determine the rent of Professor Oggels
house
Messrs See and Cumming were appointed an auditing committee, Messrs
Joralmon & Decker were appointed A Committee to report to Synod. Res.
Synod
that
the thanks of Counkill be tendered to the families of Holland for their
Report.
kindness in entertaining the Delegates from the East and the different Classes
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in the West to the Commencement exercises of Hope College, The Council
adjourned & was closed with prayer by Rev Mr. Stewart.
Pursuant to adjournment the Council met on Tuesday July 17 at 10
A M. Rev Mr. Bolks opened the meeting with prayer. The minutes were
read. The Committee from the Board of Education were invited to sit with
Council for the remainder of the session.
Res. That the Charter of the Council be recorded on our minutes.
Charter
The Com. appointed to determine the rent of Prof. Oggels house reported that
$200. be the amount of such rent & the report was adopted
Res that Prof Oggel be reappointed Treasurer of the College.
Execution Res. That an Executive Committee be appointed consisting of the President
Secretary, Treasurer & Two other members that they hold meetings on the call
Corn.
of the President and he shall call meetings on request of two members in
writings. They shall keep regular minutes of proceedings which
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Presented at every meeting of Council & be subject to their approval &
revision A majority of the Committee shall constitute a Quorum. Mems
Bolks 8c Decker were then nominated & elected as members of the Committee
Examinations Res that the examination of the various classes be sustained & that the
following Young Gentlemen receive the Degree of A. B
Al Buursma
Gerrit Daugremond
William B Gilmore
Peter Moerdy R
William Moerdy R
John W. Te Winkle
Harris['i] Woltman.
The Council adjourned with prayer by Elder Cumming to Two oclock P.M.
July 17
1866

The Council met at 2 P.M and was opened with prayer by Mr. Stewart
Res. that Wm A Shields be nominated to the Board of Education with a
Shields
recommendation that he be appointed as a Tutor in Hope College at a salary of
Tutor.
$400. a year.
Res. that $500. be borrowed of the endowment fund
Res. that books be purchased at wholesale prices on the best terms, that a
Books
profit of 33/3 per cent be added for the retail price at which they shall be sold
From the retail price ten percent shall be deducted for cash payment an[sic]
ten per cent added for delay of payment beyond one month. That from the
profits seven per cent interest be paid for the 500 dollars borrowed from the
500.
borrowed. Endowment, and the principal be repaid as fast as it can be done.
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The Professors reported the division of Theological Studies among themselves
to be as follows
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Prof Oggel,
Prof Beck
" Scott
" Crispell
" Phelps

Harmony of Gospels Fic
Introduction to Sacred Scriptures
Hebrew & Greek
Ancient Sacred History and Chronology.
Archaeology 8c Confession of Faith
Exegesis & Sacred Rhetoric

The Council adjourned to meet at 9 A M on the following day, & was closed
with prayer by the President.
The Council met at 9 A M July 18. & was opened with prayer by the Rev Mr
Livingston. The minutes were read.
Res. that Prof Oggels salary be $1200. per annum and the use of his present
house
Res that the Ex. Corn. be authorized to invest $1500. of the Endowment Fund
1500. in
in the printing establishment paying interest at 7 per cent to said Fund
Printing
Res that the Ex. Corn. be instructed to examine into the entire details of the
accounts connected with the printing house from the beginning and report to
the next meeting of Council.
The Corn. on report to the General Synod reported. Their report was accepted
Report.
& adopted and is as follows
to
To the Gen. Syn. Of the Ref. Prot Dutch Church in North America
Synod.
The Council of Hope College is making their first annual report to General
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Synod would render thanks to God for the measure of temporal & Spiritual
prosperity thus far vouchsafed to the Institutions under their care. During the
past Collegiate Year there have been in attendance in the various Classes of
23 Students the College 23 Students. In the Preparatory Department 27 Students 8 of the
in attendance College Students comprising the present Seinor[sic] Class graduated from the
There is a good
Institution receiving the Degree of Bachelor of Arts.
prospect of an increase in the number of Students, So decided are these
indications of prosperity & growth that the time where the present dwellings
will prove entirely inadequate. These buildings and the beautiful grounds in
Statement as which they are situated need considerable yearly outlay. The examinations
to condition were as usual creditable, through the range of studies during the year has been
of Institution ---ited[r.1 because of the necessary range of studies absence of the President
during part of that period & because of the small corps of Professors. Both of
these difficulties will be remedied in the future, and the Curriculum of the
Institution promises to be in every way worthy of our Reformed Church. The
progress of the students in Intellectual & Moral studies reflects high credit
upon the Christian Gentlemen who have had control of the Institution. A new
impulse has been given to intellectual pursuits and a new encouragement to
dilligent[sic] study by the promise of facilities for pursuing Theological
Studies in the Educational Centre
July 18
1866
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of the West. The duties of this Department were arranged in accordance with
the directions of Gen. Synod. The Council while acknowledging with
profound gratitude the progress thus far made in the Endowment, would call
the attention of Gen. Synod, & of the whole church to the necessity of more
prompt & earnest effort to secure the remainder of the amount called for by
the Synodical plan of Endowment. We hope the attention of the Classes who
have not yet fulfilled their pledges will at once be called to this important
matter. Trusting that the kind patronage, liberal benefactions and earnest
progress of the whole church may continue to be vouchsafed to us & striving
with God's help to become yearly increasingly worthy of the deepest
sympathy, & heartiest of the Lord's people, this report is respectfully
submitted by the Council of Hope College.
J.S. Joralmon
Henry E Decker, Com.
The Com. to audit the Treasurers account reported that they had examined the
books with the proper vouchers & found the same to be correct. The report
was adopted.
Res. that the Endowment statement of the Treasurer be referred to the Ex Com
with authority to obtain such legal advice as they may need in reference to the
investments already made, to employ any agency they may deem necessary in
collecting notes & subscriptions & also to make such
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Investments as they deem most judicious for the interests of the Council
Res. that from this time the

Endowmt
Fund

Degree of
A. M.

Res that the Ex. Com. be authorized to use the Endowment fund sufficient to
make the repairs demanded by the condition of the property, also the expenses
incident to the inauguration & first Commencement, such as Seal, Diplomas,
hire of gowns & traveling expenses, Also the price of the Cabinet Organ used
at the recent Commencement, And the traveling expenses of the Theological
Commissioners Appointed by Gen. Synod, & that interest at 7 per cent per
annum be paid from the Contingent fees & that they principal be returned as
soon as possible
Res. that the Board of Education be requested to assume the payment of Prof
Oggels salary, on condition that the same amount be paid to the Board from
the interest of the Western subscriptions to the endowment. The report on the
Ex. Com. with power, Sec Treasurers report, the resignation of Mr.
Veenhuizen as Professor was accepted.
The honorary Degree of A. M. was conferred on Aaron Van Der Veen.
Adjourned with prayer by Mr. Joralmon Messrs Joralmon, Livingston &
Cummings were excused.
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An application made for Mr. Gilmore was referred to the Ex. Corn. with
power
Council met at 3 P.M. and was opened with prayer by Doctor See.
Elder Kuyper was present at this meeting as a representative of the Classis of
Holland though his relationship had been transferred
60
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Holland July 1866 & June 1867
to the Classis of Illinois. This was in accordance with the Constitution of the
Council which recognizes that a change of Classical relationon the part of any
member does not —eater?} his office until a successor may have been
appointed, but such change renders the appointment of a Successor necessary
as soon as practicable. In accordance with this Rev C Van Der Meulen was
appointed to fill the unexpired term of Elder Kuyper as a Representative of the
Classis of Holland.
Rev. Mr. Bolics was appointed to visit the Classis of Wisconsin. C.E. Oggel
the Churches of the Colony & Wm B Gilmore the Classis of Illinois in the
interest of the Enowment. The further endowment of the College was left to
the Ex. Com. The Council resolved to adjourned[sic] & was closed with
prayer by the Rev Mr. Williamson
Abel. T. Stewart.
Secretary.

